AS A REFORMER OF INTERNATIONAL LAW.     I/1

could scarcely believe that Erasmus promised so much
as Grotius at his age," and foretold that he "would soon
excel all his contemporaries, and bear a comparison with
the most learned of the ancients1.35 And when at fifteen
he was attached to the embassy of Barneveld to France,
Henry IV., in admiration of his precocious abilities, spoke
of him as the "miracle of Holland." These anticipations
were destined to be fully realized. Grotius became a
marvel of erudition; and, moreover, he was always com-
pletely master of his enormous learning. His training in
practical affairs kept him from pedantry, and his wide
culture gave breadth and dignity to his views of life.
He was at once a great scholar, a great theologian, a
great lawyer, an acute diplomatist, an able historian, and
a melodious poet. And in all the controversies in which
he was engaged he was invariably on the then unpopular
side of peace and tolerance. He did not, it is true, rise
to the modern conception of complete religious liberty;
but he laboured earnestly to bring about union between
the different Christian communities, and always endea-
voured to persuade the advocates of warring creeds that
their points of agreement were more important than their
differences. He did not, it is true, see that if the United
Netherlands were to remain a great and powerful state,
the separate privileges of each province must be curtailed,
in order that the central government might gain an ade-
quate degree of strength. But he never copied the illegal
violence of his political opponents, and never faltered in
his loyalty to the ungrateful country which first impri-
soned and then exiled him.

It is impossible to give here a biography of Hugo

1 Butler, Life of Grotius > p. 46.